THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZJLAH AND THE KADARIYAH

the existence of obedience in him was possible; it is only in
the state of obedience that he becomes his friend. In the
same way he is an enemy to the unbeliever only in the state
of his unbelief; moreover, if the believer returned to his un-
belief, Allah becomes his enemy after having been his friend,
according to them. Bishr, however, claimed that Allah is
not the friend of the obedient in the state of the existence
of his obedience, nor an enemy to the unbeliever in the state
of the existence of his unbelief. He is only friendly to the
obedient in the second state where obedience exists,1 and he
is the enemy of the unbeliever only in the second state where
his unbelief exists. He gave as proof of this, that.if it is
right that Allah should be a friend to the obedient [only]
in the state of his obedience, and an enemy to him [only] in
the state of his unbelief, then it is right to> reward the obe-
dient in the state of his obedience, and to punish the unbe-
liever in the state oi his- unbelief. But our followers say:
" If Allah does so, it is right." Bishr, however, said that
if this [conclusion] is right, then it must follow that the
unbeliever can be transformed in his state of unbelief. We
say that if Allah does so, it is- right.

The second of Bishr'$ heresies is the fact that he exag-
gerated his view about reproduction to such an extent that
he claimed it possible for a man to create color and taste
and smell and sight and hearing and the rest of the sensa-
tions according to the method of reproduction, provided he
is the author of that which causes them. The same is true
of his view of heat and cold, wetness and dryness* Our
own followers and the rest of the Mu'tazilah declared him
a heretic, because of his assertion that man can create color,
taste, smell and the sensations.

His third heresy is his theory that Allah may forgive a

1 *. e. he is not his friend before he becomes obedient, nor his -enemy
before he becomes disobedient.
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